
The Case for a Health Focused 
Response to Drug Use in  
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Magistrates Court of Tasmania 

Year No. of Illicit Drug Cases (adults) No. of Illicit Drug Cases (Youth Justice) 

2005–06 999 39 
2006–07 1093 40 

2007–08 1307 71 
2008–09 1280 89 

2009–10 1228 101 
2010–11 1442 86 

2011–12 1283 66 

2012–13 965 31 
2013–14 886 28 

2014–15 1036 31 
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Supreme Court of Tasmania 

Year No. of offenders sentenced for drug-related offences 
2008 84 
2009 89 
2010 72 
2011 89 
2012 58 
2013 52 
2014 52 
2015 49 
2016 62 
Total 607 
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Supreme Court of Tasmania 

Year 
No. of offenders sentenced with an 

acknowledged drug-problem No. of offences committed 

2008 104 392 

2009 123 336 
2010 120 383 

2011 156 392 

2012 125 415 
2013 115 319 

2014 132 305 
2015 117 303 

2016 140 355 
Total 1132 3200 
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Year No. cautions/diversions No. diverted to health intervention 

2003–04 1398 179 

2004–05 1330 365 
2005–06 1158 236 

2006–07 1361 369 
2007–08 1681 634 

2008–09 1528 536 
2009–10 1609 615 

2010–11 1132 413 

2011–12 869 397 
2012–13 778 260 

2013–14 690 205 
2014–15 648 216 
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2.1.1� Private versus Social Benefits and Costs 
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2.1.2� Private and Social Cost Benefit Analysis  

�-$1�/ ��*./�� ) !$/��)�'4.$.� $.� �)� 1�'0�/$*)�*!� /# �� ) !$/.� �)���*./.����-0$)"� /*� /# �+-$1�/ �
�" )/� �*).$� -$)"� /# � ��/$*)>� �4+$��''4;� .$)� � /# � ./- �(� *!� � ) !$/.� �)�� �*./.� (�4� � � $)� /# �
!0/0- ;�/# $-�.0(.��- ��$.�*0)/ ��/*�/# �+- . )/�1�'0 �0.$)"����$.�*0)/�-�/ >��# ��$.�*0)/�-�/ �$.�
/# �+-$1�/ ��" )/C.�) 3/�� ./��'/ -)�/ �-�/ �*!�- /0-)�*-�*++*-/0)$/4��*./>�

���*�$�'��*./�� ) !$/��)�'4.$.;� $)����$/$*)� /*� /# ���*1 ;��*).$� -.� /# �.*�$�'�� ) !$/.��)���*./.�
- .0'/$)"� !-*(� /# � ��/$*)>� 
)� /# � ��. � *!� +*'$�4� - !*-(;� "*1 -)( )/.� �)�� +0�'$�� *-"�)$.�/$*).�
2$.#$)"�/*�(�3$($. �.*�$�'�2 '!�- �.#*0'���*).$� -�/# ��#�)" �$)�.*�$�'��*./.��)��� ) !$/.��)��
�'.*�/# ��#�)" �$)�� ) !$/.��)���*./.�/*��''�( (� -.�$)�.*�$ /4>�

2.1.3� Cost and Benefits Excluded in this Study 
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2.1.4� Tangible Costs and Intangible Costs 
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2.5.2� (C) Drug Related Crime under Decriminalisation 
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2.5.3� (D) Drug Related Deaths and Disease under Decriminalisation 
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2.5.4� (H) Drug Related Health Costs under Decriminalisation 
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2.5.5� (R) Drug Related Road Accidents under Decriminalisation 
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